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REMARKS 


^ In the Office Action dated May 9, 2003, claims t 9 2, 5/6 and 8 are 

r< cotcd under 35 LLS.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 1 3ergmann, claim 

4 i;> rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being i patentable over 

E rgmann in view of Pan et aL These rejections i e traversed and 
o come as follows. 

Bergmann discloses an attenuator which has an ir c fiber, an output 

fi er and a transparent garnet film which is disposec ;tween the input 

ai 1 output fibers. The garnet film is fcrromag uc and exhibits 

ir itiple magnetic domain types such that an c cal signal will 

e? >crience a +/- polarity rotation as its passes throi : the film. The 

aj ihcation and adjustment of a magnetic field to the j let film controls 

th "spreading" or "shrinking" of magnetic domain t ) is, and thus the 


^ ai aunt of optical signal cancellation of different pc ■ ity signals and, 

0 th re fore, the degree of attenuation at the output o ie arrangement 

Tl : attenuator of Bermann must have an adjustable ex i i magnetic field 

^ fo controlling the magnetic domains in the garnet t m. The garnet 

^ fij i is fixed, and the attenuator realizes the attenua n of the output 

^ si^ ids by adjusting the EXTERNAL magnetic fie applied on the 

H ga let film, Bersmann has nothing to do with the a ql rotation of a 
C/) 

UJ Qh si cal refractor between the input and output fibe squired bv the 
in 7 don . 

However* oppositely the attenuator of the present mention doesn't 

ha 2 the adjustable external magnetic field. Also, tl xfractor of the 

att mator of the present invention is rotatable ;>und an axis 

pe etidicular to the optical axis of the attenuation. irthermore, the 

att mator of the present invention has a rotatable rru inism with the 
ref x tor mounted thereon. 
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Since Be mann does not have every element of each of jocted 
claims 1, 2, 5, j and 8, it is submitted that the optical attenuator of the 
present appi.\: ; non would not be anticipated by Bergmann. A\x- Aicmt 
asserts that 1 1< ejection under 35 U.S,C. 102(e) of claims 1, 2, 5, f nd 8 
is improper, ai c is, in any event, now overcome, and respectfully r \ jests 
that the rejecti y be withdrawn. 

In the Of 1 e action, applicant is advised of the obligation ui ler 37 
CFR 1.56 to p ) at out the inventor and invention dates of each cla n that 
was not comn: d ily owned at the time a later invention was made i order 
for the examine r to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103 ) and 
potential 35 U S C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C, 103( 1. 

U.S.C. i 1 5 c) says that subject matter developed by another n son, 
which qualif e \ as prior art only under one or more subsections (f) 
^ and (g) of sec u n of this title, shall not preclude patentability unc r this 

^ section wher .s A e subject matter and the claimed invention were, 11 the 

^ time the invea i« n was made, owned by the same person or subjec t ) an 

^ obligation of a s ignment to the same person. In the present appli t. ton, 

^ all the inventoi 5 of the present application have assigned their invt t lons 

§ to FOXCONN r JTERNATIONAL, INC., so the applicant asserts t it the 

^ problems ment c ied above do not apply to the present application. 

^ Claim 4 i rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpate table 

over Bergmanr 1 \ view of Pan et aL It is submitted that one of or ;rary 
skill in the * r ;ould not derive the optical attenuator of the p y. tnt 
invention in lig 1 of Bergmann and Pan et a).. 

Firstly, 1 h : ittenuator of the present invention as claimed in c i n 4 
comprises a r< >t 1 1 ible mechanism, a refractor and a holder. The re:' i< tor 
is mounted or he rotatable mechanism, the rotatable mechani r is 
rotatablely mo i ted on the holder. The attenuator of the p sent 
invention real 2 attenuation by rotating the rotatable mechanism, fhe 
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attenuator of Bergmann alizes attenuation by controlling the adjustable 
extend magnetic field a- lied on the garnet film. All elements of the 
attenuator are position . xed. Bergmann fails to disclose a rotatable 
mechanism. Pan et al. liscloses a holder a Faraday rotator and two 
birefringent crystals. O - of ordinary skill in the art could not obviously 
derive the optical attenu or of the present invention in light of the two 
references. 

Secondly, the Farad : rotator of Pan et al. is an element for rotating 
a polarization direction o i passing light, and is fixed in the holder. It is 
not suggested in Bergnu n and Pan et al to realize such a holder to 
mounted a rotator which c n freely rotate on the holder. 

Therefore, it is subn tted that the optical attenuator of the present 
application would not be >bvious to one of ordinary skill in the art by 
considering Bergmann d Pan et al.. Applicant asserts that the 
0. rejection under 35 U.S.C 3 03(a) of claim 4 is improper, and is, in any 

O event, now overcome, a i respectfully requests that the rejection be 

withdrawn. 

§ Masuda et al., Pan, C eng, Han et al., Kim et al. and Takahashi also 

™ fail to disclose such an att mator of the present invention. 

5| Claims 10-15 also de ne the patentable features as claims 8, and are 

also believed to be in cone; ion for allowance. 

W 

yj In view of the fo; ^oing amendments and remarks, applicant 


respectfully submits that c nms 1-15 are in condition for allowance, and 
requests that the applicatic be passed to issuance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Chih Chiang Chang 
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